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NATO Secretary General on Bosnia, U.S. Role 


BR2712144895 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
23 Dec 95 p6 


{Interview with NATO Secretary General Javier Solana 
by Xavier Vidal-Folch in Brussels; date not given: 


“Thinking There Might Be Casualties in Bosnia Keeps 
Me Awake") 


(FBIS Translated Text] The peace process in Bosnia ab- 
sorbs almost the entire agenda of the new NATO secre- 
tary general. It is, says Javier Solana, the most important 
operation in the history of the Atlantic alliance and the 
laboratory for the new “European security architecture.” 
"He does not threaten. He listens. He is a sponge.” 
This is the way he is described by his new colleagues. 
Javier Solana (born in Madrid, 1942), militant fighter 
for the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] since 
1964, monitored by the Franco system at the university, 
holder of a scholarship in the United States, researcher 
at Philips, lecturer in solid-state physics, minister of cul- 
ture, education, and foreign affairs during the successive 
governments run by Felipe Gonzalez, has already estab- 
lished himself as the new NATO secretary general. In 
his first interview with a newspaper as head of the Al- 
lantic alliance, he confesses his obsessicn: to impose 
peace in Bosnia, the highest priority of Use Seventeen. 


[Vidal-Foich] You insist on ceinforcing Atlantic ties, 
but many Europeans feel overwhelmed by the U.S. 
hegemony. 


[Solana] We must reach draw conclusions from the 
war in Bosnia. Major problems can only be solved 
effectively if there is a proper agreement between 
Europe and the United States. 


[Vidal-Folch] Europe has lost 214 blue helmets. The 
United States, which exerted some final pressure to 
impose peace, has actually achieved it. 


[Solana] We, Europeans, must not feel frustrated. We 
made sacrifices to provide humanitarian aid, leading to 
fewer victims and less civilian suffering. We prevented 
the conflict from expanding. And we have provided 
the bases and ideas to reach some very complex peace 
agreements. 


[Vidal-Folch} Europe has proven powerless. 


[Solana] We must learn from the past for future use. 
European Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) begins 
with a heavy load, as it starts off with a war in Yu- 
goslavia. This is hard for the breaking- in of the CFSP. 
The Maastricht reform should resolve this problem. | 
will do the rest to strengthen it. 
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[Vidal-Folch] NATO has a military mission in Bosnia, 
but operates in a political context which can make it 
fail. 


[Solana] The Conference in London clearly defined 
each party's responsibility. The goal of the IFOR 
(Implementation Force) is to impose peace. The civilian 
issues depend on the special envoy (referring to Carl 
Biidt, in charge of civilian operations). I therefore met 
with Carl Bildt the very day I took office. We represent 
two autonomous systems with distinct responsibilities, 
but we are and will remain in close contact because our 
operations focus on the same reality. 


[Vidal-Folch] There is some doubt that the set time- 
frame, one year, will be enough to consolidate peace, 
given the magnitude of the problems. 


[Solana] The problems are enormous, | agree, but such 
doubt is premature. Military authorities calculated that 
one year was enough. This is not the case for the 
reconstruction or the definitive reconciliation of the 
people. If the reconstruction does not advance at an 
appropriate pace, the reconciliauon will be slower and 
that will have an effect on our task, but I am fully 
confident that the civilian, economic, and political plans 
will develop according to schedule. 


[Vidal-Folch] What worries you most? 


[Solana] Thinking there might be casualties keeps 
me awake. But it does not in the least reduce my 
determination for the task. It is a task of which all 
citizens should be proud. The first important mission 
in the history of the alliance is not one of war. It is the 
formation of a real coalition for peace, deploying 60,000 
soldiers from the alliance’s countries, from associated 
countries that are not part of it and that wish to 
join, and other countries that do not want to or will 
not join. It is something grand, beyond the immediate 
interests of all. The first large military operation of an 
organization created SO years ago to confront a war is 
a peace mission. We are currently putting something 
into practice which had been outline only in theory, but 
it goes beyond that. If everything goes well, with the 
collaboration of Russia and other countries outside the 
alliance, we will have taken an enormous step in the 
design of the new architecture of European security. 
We will have increased the mutual confidence we share 
with our neighbors and in the entire continent. 


[Vidal-Folch] You intend to go to Bosnia. When? 
{Solana} In January. 
[Vidal-Folch] Another priority is internal reform. 


[Solana] The adaptation already started at the Rome 
summit in January 1994 which set the direction of the 
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NATO. How? 


[Vidal-Folch] There is talk of the “European defense 
identity,” but every day it looks more like rhetoric. 
The entry of France into the Military Commission will 
weaken the WEU (Western European Union). 


[Solana] The principle that Europeans have to develop 
their own defense identity is obvious and NATO has 
supported this since the 1994 summit. Europeans have to 
assume a major responsibility for their own security and 
defense. We are now in a period of reflection. The WEU 
will examine its contribution to the Maastricht reform 
and in 1998 it must renew its institutional treaty. The 
basis of an EU-NATO union lies in the principle that 
each one does what it does best and in the development 
of the flexible concept of separable, but not separated 
forces, i.c., the WEU can use NATO forces for some 
missions in neighboring areas. There is no point in 
duplication. Efficiency should be sought, above all at 
times when European defense budgets are being cul. 
France, for example, is approaching Spain's position. 


[Vidal-Foich] And Spain, at what speed will it integrate 
into the new changing military structure? 


{Solana} It would be appropriate for the government 
to address this issue. However, no doubt Spain has 
started adapting in practice. For example, the [FOR. 
When in the cighties, we discussed integration and the 
levels of integration, no one would have thought that 
operations of this kind would be possible. And Spain is 
now involved in the most important one in history. 
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[Vidal-Folch] Expansion toward the East seems slow, 
due to Moscow’s reticence. Next year will be a year of 
reflection only. 


[Solana] These are countries that want to be part of 
Europvan and Euro-Atlantic institutions, the EU and 
NATO. And they are right, because they were kept in 
marginal positions due to historical situations, as was the 
case with Spain. We have to help them. With a common 
direction: We have to adapt ourselves and support them 
in their adaptation. In the EU, with the association 
agreements. In NATO, by means of the Partnership for 
Peace (PfP). The process must follow its pace. Most 
important is that during this period, candidate countries 
are given security assurances. This is what the PfP is 
giving them. 

[Vidal-Folch} Since the Russian elections, NATO has 
put on a poker face. 


[Solana] We do not put on any face. They give a 
signal that should be taken into consideration. President 
Yeltsin has already committed himself to the road 
of reform and to maintaining good relations with 
the alliance. These relations are ruled by a double 
Standard: no vetos or surprises. No vetos from Russia 
as to expansion, which would be unacceptable. And no 
surprises from the allies for Moscow. 


[Vidal-Folch} What do you get from this position? 


[Solana] Responsiblity, because I assume these func- 
tions at a crucial moment. I took office on Wednesday, 
the day the authority in Bosnia was transferred from the 
United Nations to NATO. Satistaction, both as a Span- 
ish citizen and as a person. And nostalgia, as I have 
dedicated half of my life to my country, for a project 
in which I continue to believe and from which I do not 
wish to distance myself. 


[Vidal-Folch}] What has this decade in NATO meant for 
Spain? 

[Solana] To participate, with all its neighbors on an 
equal footing, in ali European institutions and to inte- 
grate fully in the international community. And to over- 
come the complex that Spain is different. Spain is no 
longer different. This is proven by the pictures of our 
soldiers in Bosnia, viewed by the citizens. They are 
worth more than a thousand arguments. 


[Vidal-Folch] Someone said that you put forward your 
NATO candidacy as a maneuver for the 1996 election 
campaign. 

[Solana] Spain is a large country and we are considered 
as such abroad. The people know this. Therefore | do not 


attach much importance to this pettiness that sometimes 
seems to appeal to part of the Spanish clite. 
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[Vidal-Folch] Do you share Felipe Gonzalez’ idea that 
he is “part of the problem” and not “of the solution” for 
his party? 

{Solana} | disagree. The solution is all of us, working 
for the future. A country that spends 90 percent of its 
political debate thinking of the past, gets stuck in the 
past. We have to prepare for today, and above all, for 
tomorrow. 


Article Views G-7 Meeting Planned for 20 Jan 


BR2812120395 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 28 Dec 95 p 5 


[Article by Boris Durande: “G-7 Summit in Paris on 20 
January Announced as “Routine’”] 

(FBIS Translated Text] “The number of routine meet- 
ings should be increased to avoid the holding of dra- 
matic, emergency meetings.” This seems to be the un- 
derlying philosophy of the meeting of the seven finance 
ministers and governors of the central banks of the most 
industrialized nations scheduled for 20 January in Paris. 
This meeting was announced in Tokyo yesterday. Sur- 
prisingly enough, Japanese Finance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura — who is not the originator of the invita- 
tion — announced the holding of this meeting yester- 
day, saying that the preparatory work is “in the final 
Stage.” This statement triggered some irritation in Paris 
where it is thought that “more time has been spent so 
far settling problems of schedule for Mr. Takemura than 
discussing real topics.” As far as it is known, since the 
agendas of these G-7 meetings are definitively settled 
only a few days before the meetings, so as to better cor- 
respond to events underway, the Paris meeting is seen 
as a “routine” meeting, French sources announced yes- 
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terday. “There should not be a “Bercy agreement on 
20 January,” the same sources said yesterday, referring 
to the Louvre agreement of 22 February 1987 which 
marked the consensus reached by the G-7 nations to sta- 
bilize the exchange rates between the main international 
currencies. The issue of the exchange rates, namely the 
dollar-yen parity, will be raised, at least unofficially. 


A G-7 Without Surprise 


However, the usual monitonng of the macro. conomic 
developments may overshadow the exchange rates issue, 
while the slackening of the European economies seems 
to be unexpectedly continuing. “It is clear that this G- 
7 meeting is absolutely not linked to a demand for 
explanations from our partners on the French sociw- 
economic situation,” French sources said yesterday. 


Another inevitable topic on the agenda — as this mect 
ing will be taking place in France — is development 
aid, even though France is usually isolated as far as this 
topic is concerned. The thorny issue of the reconstitu- 
uon of the AID [Agency for International Development| 
funds coulé be discussed. Lastly, the finance ministers 
and their colleagues of the central banks will deal with 
the preparation for the Lyons summit which will be held 
in June by the seven heads of state and government. 


In short, nothing exceptional should be expected from 
this G-7 summit, according to its organizers. However, 
it is true that the ministers of finance have been careful 
about the “effects of the expectations” gencrated by 
their meetings for some years and prefes to opt for 
the humility of “routine,” to avoid disappointments 
which are always bad for the stability of exchange rates 
worldwide. 
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4 FRANCE 


European Countries Condemn Sth Nucivar Test 


AU2812113795 Paris AFP in English 
1052 GMT 28 Dec 95 


The Dutch Foreign Ministry said in a statement that 
tests” and it was “with regret” that The Hague noted the 
blast. 


“AS we now move into 1996, I hope that a comprehen- 
sive test ban treaty will soon be a reality. France has 
agreed to sign such an agreement, which will orohitit 
nuclear testing forever,” the statement read. 





FBIS-WEU-95-249 
28 December 1995 


Russia reaffirmed its opposition to France's nuclear 
testing programme, the Interfax news agency reported. 
Citing Russian Vice Foreign Minister Alexander Panov 
and foreign ministry spokesman Grigoriy Karasin. 


Austrian Environment Minister Martin Bartenstcin said 
the latest test was “very regrettable and totally incom- 


“Coming four days after Christmas, a festival of peace, 
this test seems to me to be particularly misplaced,” he 
added. 


A Swiss foreign ministry spokesman said the govern- 
ment hoped the test would not affect the CTBT talks 
in Geneva, and said it was a “disappoiniument™ to the 
non-nuclear countries who in May agreed an indefinite 
extension to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 


Britain has said it is maintaining its refusa! 10 condemn 
the French testing programme. 


Australia, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea and the 
16-nation South Pacific Forum have already sharply 
criticised France over the blast at 2130 GMT, which 
was equivalent to less than 30,000 tonnes of TNT. 


The United States also issued a statement saying it 
“regrets” the test. 


France initially scheduled up to cight blasts between 
September and May next year, but the series has been 
scaled down to six and will finish, according to Defence 
Minister Charles Millon, by the e1d of February. 
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Sinn Fein: Government ‘Anxious’ To Return to 
War 


LD2712185595 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1813 GMT 27 Dec 95 


(By lan Graham) 
(FBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fein tonight warned that 
the Northern { ‘and peace process was on the verge 


of disaster and claimed the Governmeat was anxious to 
return tO war. 


Peace could still be grasped — but the hold on it 
McLaughlin. 

In one of the gloomiest assessments yet of the state of 
the peace process following 16 months of IRA ceasefire, 
he accused Britain of spoiling for 1 fight and not being 
serious about a lasting peace. 

Addressing a rally in the Co Fermanagh border town of 


Rosea, Mr McLaughlin said: “It is becoming daily more 
apparent that the British Government has no intention 


He claimed that not only pec ple in Ireland and England 
but the international commwvaity too, knew that “Britain 
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be interpreted, nor implemented, as a ploy to achicve 
the unachievable?” 


The onus was on the Prime Minister, he said. 

“Peace is still available and peace is still possible. Even 
at this late hour John Major has the power to rescue both 
our peoples from looming disaster. A short sistement of 


serious intent, a simple phone-call, can pull us all back 
from the brink.” 


Sina Fein's commitment to a peace strategy would re- 
main constant, he assured his audience. But he warned: 
“The British Government, or for that matter any British 
Government to come, will find that the nationalists of 
Ireland are not in the business of surrender’. 


What they wanted was the release of prisoners from 
British jails, the removal of British injustice and in- 
equality and the search for an agreement among all the 
people of Ireland “on how we govern ourselves in the 
days, months and years to come”. 


Matters are likely to come to a head in mid-January 
when the international commission chaired by former 
US Senator George Mitchell produces its report on how 
to resolve the stalemate over the decommissioning of 
terrorist weapons. 

The Government insists that the IRA must start getting 
rid of its weapons before Sinn Fein can enter the negoti- 
ations on Ulster’s future. The IRA refuses, insisting that 
could only come as part of a final agreed settlement. 
The issue came to a head in November, creating fears of 
a return to violence but was put on the back burner by 
the setting up of the commission on the eve of President 
Clinton's visit to Northern Ireland. The Government has 
pledged to study the Mitchell report but said it will 
not be bound by it and will maintain its demands for 
decommissioning before talks. 


IRA Suspected in West Belfast Shooting Death 
LD2812080395 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0447 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[By lan Graham] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A man was shot dead in front 
of his family in a gun attack on his house in west Belfast 
last night. 


Police said the 30-year-old man diced when what ap- 
peared to be a shotgun was fired through the window 
of the house in the republican Norglen Parade area of 
west Belfast. The man's wife and children were in the 
house and escaped without injury. The RUC [Royal Ul- 
ster Constabulary) said it was too early to know what 
was the motive behind the killing. 
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The murder follows two in the week before Christmas 
and another carlier in the month. The carlier murders 
were claimed by a previously unheard of group - Direct 
to be targeted. The group is believed in security and 
political circles to be a cover name for the IRA, being 
used to hold on to its control of republican areas. 


Earlier in the year two drug dealers were shot dead, one 
in a central Belfast pub and the other while attending a 
funeral in west Belfast. The IRA was blamed. The recent 
spate of murders have prompted calles from unionists 
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for the government to accept thal the IRA ceasefire was 
al an end. 


The man died a short time aficr being admitted to hos- 
pital. West Belfast MP, Dr Joc Hendron, SDLP, con- 
demned the killing as “a foul murder”. Party colleague 
and local Belfast councillor Mary Muldoon added: “An- 
other family has been thrown into grief. It is horrific that 
evil men go out and use such brutality when everyone 
was hoping for a brighter future.” 
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Kinkel Committed to Joint Currency Timetable 
LD2812120995 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1107 GMT 28 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text} Bonn (DDP/ADN) — German 


Kinkel on Conditions for Bosnian Refugees’ Return 


AU2812112095 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG 
in German 2/1 Dec 95 p6 


{Imerview with Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel by 
Dietmar Scher; place and date not given: “No General 
Deportation™] 

[FBIS Translated Text} [Seher] A total of 400,000 


decided that the refugees should only be allowed to stay 
until spring. Do you consider this right? 


[Kinkel] The refugees should naturally return to their 
homes as soon as possible. | believe that most of them 
also want to go back. However, it is also clear that we 
must not simply turn them out. They will be aliowed 
to stay in Germany until the conditions in their home 
countries are as we all would like them to be. 


[Seher] But these conditions do not exist. 


[Kinkel] In some places they do. Yet it is quite clear 
that not everywhere do conditions allow the return of 


GERMANY 7 


the refugees. I agveed with Ms. Ogata in London that 
we will discuss a special return program. At 400,000, 
we accepted more than twice as many refugees as all 
the other European countries together. For this reason. 
we also Aached particula significance to the refugee 
issuc in Dayton. 


[Scher] Who should return first? 


{Kinkel] Above all, those who ate urgently needed in 
the reconstruction. They can and should be expucted 
to do a little more than others. Basically, however, 
the following ts valid: Nobody will be forced to leave 
Germany who cannot lead a decent live in his home 
country. 

[Scher] There are many critical cases among the 
refugees. Men, for cxampic, who might be punished 
as deserters aiter thei return. Will there be individual 
decisions” 


[Kinkel] Yes. In fact, we will not be able to accept every 
argument. But we behaved in a humane way when we 
accepted the refugees and we will behave in the same 
way when sending them back. 


Commentary: U.S. ‘Budget War’ ‘Poor Comedy’ 
AU2712145195 Berlin DIE TAGESZEITUNG 
in German 21 Dec 9S p 10 


{Commentary by Andrea Bochm in Washington: “Vive 
la France'”] 


(FBIS Translated Text} This should come as a consola- 
tion to the French: Their fight against the government's 
austerity policy has all the characteristics of a real drama 
in which the audience has occupied the stage. In con- 
trast to that, the “budget war” in the United States is 
turning into a poor comedy, where a third-class group 
of actors is trying to force a bad script onto an inconsis- 
tent director. The audience hardly watches it any longer. 


For the second time within a month, the U.S. federal 
state — remember, this is the only remaining super- 
power — is unable to pay its bills. In other words: No 
budget has been agreed to yet. The Republican majority 
in the U.S. Congress has again refused the President a 
continuing resolution because he has not accepted the 
fiscal voodoo of the new right in parliament: Tax cuts 
plus social cuts should bring about a balanced budget 
within seven years. The reintroduction of school prayers 
will take care of everything else. 


Clinton is now resisting this with fair and unfair means 
within the framework laid down by the Republicans — 
without wanting to change anything about the voodoo 
formula of the balanced budget by the year 2002. Yet, 
many conservative U.S. commentators still accuse the 
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President of taking the role thal the wade unions we =: Burt the only one who has so far addressed this crisis 
playing in France — that of a nostalgic welfare state §8=sin.-:sthe:soepresidential election campaign is reactionary 
apostle who sull that capitalism hastobehuman. populist Pai Buchanan with his well-proven mix of 
The comparison is absurd and also discloses a bitter loyalty to the Bibic, isolationism, and xenophobia 
reality: To the left of Clinton — and by European 

standards there is room for an entire solar system there THE Wade unions? My God. they do not even represent 
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12 percent of the workforce in the United Suses. Viva 
la France, is the only thing one would like to reply to 
that from ihe United States’ point of view. 














[FBIS Translated Text) In the aircraft bringing them 
back from Belgrade on 12 December the two French 


withort a certain bitterness, granting only ore interview 
to the L"EST REPUBLICAIN, a newspaper which had 


On % August, when a formation of fighter bombers 


by six American Fi6s and F15s and, finally, by the two 
French aircraft. Taking advantage of the surprise factor, 
the English released thea bombs unimpeded. Then the 
American wave arrived. At that point something incred- 
ible happened. 


Instead of attacking in turn, the U.S. Air Force craft 


explanation, that “they were pulling back and moving to 
cover.” In simple language, they abandoned the attack, 
turned round, and limited themselves to protecting the 
following wave. The two Prench Mirages then arrived, a 


they could draw away, they in turn were hit by a 


gz 
if 
i 
it 
if 
iH 


2 


had the impression that 
The two officers went on to tell that they had asked 
news 





waiting for them. First of all, they were shot a with 
an automatic pistol before even touching the ground, 
something which, every military person will tell you, is 
against the “rules” of war. 


True, it was a peasant armed with a gun who found 
them first. 


this “detail,” the two men stated, this “work” was, if 
anything, well done, so as not to leave any traces on 
their faces, with a view to a forthcoming television 


appearance 
Transported roughly to Pale hospital, they wre immedi- 
ately brought before Raiko Miadic, a nuzaber of white- 
coated physicians, and a group of journalists, cameras 
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at the ready. “lt is then that they took the pictures which 
appeared in PARIS MATCH.” the pilots explained. Ev- 
crything appeared to be rather well organized. “From 
start to finish,” Chiffot and souvignet mamtained, “a 
was Mladic who was in charge and decided our fate” 
The Serbian general greeted them with the words “You 
ae my prisoners. You will be weated as criminals.” 


He was to keep his word. interrogated by Mladic 
the two men gave out firs of ali that they were on 
a reconnaissance mission. But very soon they had 
to change their story. To their great surprise, they 
discovered that thew attack had been filmed. And not by 
an “amateur,” a5 was maintained, but, as a videocassetic 
presented to them proved, by ui least three cameras, 
placed in a “battery” sound their target. Thereupon. 
giving up pretending, the airmen sought refuge in 
refusing w speak, invoking their right, under the Geneva 
convention, to be treated as prisoners of war, a position 
from which they did not budge. 

Before even being cxamuined by the physicians, Chiffot 
and Souvignet, both of whom had broken legs, were 
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in an icy bunker, where they bow al! idca of me. “We 
were famished.” they told thew vchicts. “From ume to 
ume, cvery twee days of so, a gud threw us a tut of 
food. We did not know for how long. And when there 
was nothing icf, we had to wan 


Several tomes they were led to believe thal thew release 
was ummunent, before being submuticd to 2 sham crccu- 
von. Al mes this went as fa as Deng kicked im thew 
wounded legs. and the beginnings of strangulation. A 
charming stay. 


“But we were never given the slightest news abou what 


Civilities to the Jailer 


two pilots began to beheve thal the 
end was in sight. On the morning of 12 December, 
after being closely shaved and couiled to a haircut, 
they were taken to Zvornik. The negotiations, which 
they ‘ere totally unaware of, had come to a conclusion. 


they explained, they found it very hard to stomach. On 
board the aircraft bringing them back to VillacowDlay, 
Prefect Marchiani stated that hc had known for a long 
ume where they were being dctained. But he pot the 
place and the dates wrong... And the military top brass 
who had come especially to recover them explained to 
them that they should say “as little a pocsible” to the 
press. “You will recount that everytung went according 
to the Geneva convention, one of the generals ordered 
A Christmas present to Miadic whom the Preach 
military and diplomats seem to want to make look like 
a gentle nanny. 


Defense Ministry Confirms Story 
LD2712184595 Paris France-inter Radio Network 
in French 1800 GMT 27 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transieted Text] The CANARD ENCHAINE 
newspaper was telling the truth. Following the revela- 
tions by the CANARD ENCHAINE, the Defense Min- 
istry has confirmed that the two French pilots freed 
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on 12 December by the Bosnian Serbs were mistreated 
when they were captured, and that they were then sub- 
jected to very severe psychological pressure during their 
104 days in captivity. 

Military Sources Deny 


BR2812113295 Paris LE MONDE in French 
28 Dec 95 p4 


(Unattributed report: “The Two French Pilots Were 
Reportedly Tortured” 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] The 27 December's edition 
of LE CANARD ENCHAINE revealed that the two 
French pilots captured on 30 August 1995 by Bosnian 
Serbs and released on 12 December were reportedly 
tortured during their captivity. Running counter to the 
official version according to which the tw. airmen were 
treated “in accordance with the Geneva Convention,” the 
weekly says that Frederic Chiffot and Jose Souvignet 
were “severely beaten up” to the extent that the former 
had his nose broken. The weekly adds that this version 
was classified secret defense. After having observed as 
requested a press blackout on the conditions of their 
Captivity, the two French pilots reportedly provided 
French intelligence with the details of their captivity 
during a debriefing upon their return to France. (passage 
omitted] 

According to military sources however, the statements 
the pilots made to the officers of the Military In- 
telligence Directorate — and not to the General Di- 
rectorate for External Security and the former Direc- 
torate of Defense Security as reported by LE CANARD 
ENCHAINE — are not classified defense secret and 
Miadic’s men did not mistreat the pilots. The same 
sources told LE MONDE that “it was peasants who beat 
up the pilots right after their aircraft was downed but 
not to the extent of disfiguring their faces.” 


Saudi Arabia Denies Ties With GIA Financier 


LD2712211195 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 27 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] We spoke to you yesterday 
about Usama Bin Ladin. The poiice suspect that he is 
the man who financed the bomb attack last summer in 
France. (Usama Bin Ladin) comes from Saudi Arabia, 
but he no longer has anything to do with Saudi Arabia. 


FRANCE 11 


He reportedly lives in Khartoum, Sudan. Here is a report 
by Herve Brusini: 


(Brusini}) Day after day the anti-terrorist police are 
progressing with their enquiries. Several homes were 
used in England by Abu Fares. The man suspected of 
coordinating the campaign of attacks on France liked 
changing address. [video shuws following London street 
names: Elsenham Steet SW; Hamlet Gardens W6; 
Braybrook St. W12] 


The investigators also think that he was the treasurer 
for the network that planted the bombs, and in this 
connection several bank documents found confirm this. 
According to the investigators, he had above him a 
major paymaster cali Usama Bin Ladin. He also knows 
London well, along with Amsterdam, and above ail 
Khartoum, in Sudan, where he lives today. 


About 40 years-old, small, he is the son of an influential 
Sandi family, but his coun’y of origin, Saudi Arabia, 
Says it no longer has any links with him: 


{Begin recording] [Ali Manna, charge d'affaires at 
Saudi Arabiza Embassy] | can confirm to you that 
the Kingdcim of Saudi Arabia has had absolutely no 
connection with Usama Bin Ladin for several...[pauses] 
for 10 years now. Mr. Bin Ladin has been deprived of 
his Saudi nationality for several years. He now lives 
outside the kingdom. 

{Brusini] Why did the Saudi authorities deprive Mr. Bin 
Ladin of his nationality? 


{Manna} They deprived him of his nationality because 
they have information... 


[Brusini, interrupting) On what he is doing. 


[Manna] On what he is doing, on what he is doing. [end 
recording] 


(P usini] In other words, terrorist activities, with which 
the Saudi regime says it has no links, in France or 
elsewhere. According to experts, Bin Ladin is reportedly 
financing from Khartoum not only the Armed Islamic 
Group [GIA] networks but also numerous Islamist 
organizations in the world. It is also said that if he left 
Sudan the country’s whole economy would collapse. 
[sentence as heard] 
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Government Protests Sentence of PRC Dissident 


LD2212184295 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network 
in Swedish 1545 GMT 22 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Chinese ambassador to 
Sweden today received a Swedish protest against the 
sentence of the Chinese dissident Wei Jingsheng. Pierre 
Schori, who is acting foreign minister, said to the 
ambassador that Sweden is of the opinion that the 
conspiracy charges against Wei are without foundation 
and that the 14-year jail sentence is unjust. 


Commission Reports »n 1981-94 Submarine 
Violations 


BR2712090895 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 21 Dec 95 p 13 


[Report by Mikael Holmstrom: “Nine Certain Subma- 
rine Violations”) 

{FBIS Translated Text) From 1981 to 1994 Swedish 
territorial vraters were violated nine times by underwater 
craft. However, there is no justification for singling 
out the Soviet Union as responsible for the deliberate 
intrusion in Harsfjarden in 1982. This is the unanimous 
conclusion of the submarine commission, which refused 
to discuss the nations or motives behind the violations. 
The submarine commission, headed by former chairman 
of the Engineers Academy Hans G. Forsberg, presented 
its findings during a chaotic and overcrowded press 
conference at the Defense Ministry on 20 December. 
It is unlikely that either those who believed or those 
who had doubts will be satisfied with the commission's 
conclusions, especially as one of its members, law pro- 
fessor Anna Christiarsen, had reservations concerning 
certain details. This resulted in the answers being rather 
vague. 


“There have been activities which violated territorial 
waters in the period 1981-92. We are absolutely certain 
in nine or 10 cases,” Hans G. Forsberg summarized. 


The nine certain cases are shown on the adjoining map. 
The 10th incident involved a tracked vehicle which 
damaged a line of mines. Here Christensen agreed that 
the damage took place but he believed Swedish diving 
activity cannot be ruled out as a cause. 


Areas Violated by Submarines 


Verifiable submarine violations on which the commis- 
sion unanimously agrees: 


1, U-137 in Blekinge archipelago in 1981. 
2. Malsten in the Stockholm archipelago in 1982. 
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3. Tracks on the sea floor from midget submarine in 
Harsfjarden in 1982. 


4. Hole in submarine net large enough for a midget 
submarine in Harsfjarden in 1982. 


5S. Tracks on the sea floor in Kappelshamnsviken, 
Gotland, 1987. 


6. Submarine deviation in magnetic sling in the Gothen- 
burg archipelago in 1988. 


7. Tracks on the sea floor in Havringe bay, Oxelosund, 
1988. 


8. Midget submarine off Oxelosund in 1988. 
9. Midget submarine off Oxelosund in 1992. 


Conclusions Rejected 


The most sensational thing was the commission's re- 
jection of the main conclusion of the 1982 submarine 
commission, which was headed by former Defense Min- 
ister Sven Andersson (Social Democrat). It had asserted 
that NATO had not violated Swedish waters, but that 
the Soviet Union was guilty of a violation in Harsfjar- 
den in 1982, which led the Palme government to make 
a Swedish diplomatic protest. 

“We do not consider ourselves able to make any 
Statement as to the country of origin of the alien 
submarine vessels which v'olated Swedish waters,” the 
new commission said. 


Reassessment 


Today's different assessment of the Harsfjarden incident 
is due partly to a later reassessment of the signal 
search which pointed toward the Soviet Union. But the 
two commissions also worked in completely different 
ways. In 1982, the politically-appointed commission 
considered military evidence together with the security 
policy situation in the Baltic Sea area and came up 
with a pattern which gave a total picture pointing at 
the Soviet Union. 


Within the space of two years Swedish waters had 
been deliberately violated on two occasions, which was 
also the conclusion of the new commission, and the 
government was urged to show decisiveness. 


“How could they reach such bold concivsions on such 
flimsy evidence,” Hans G. Forsberg wondered 12 years 
later. 


A partial explanation for the different results might 
be that the 1995 commission consists of scientists, a 
lawyer, and a trade union representative, who limited 
themselves to a technical investigation. 
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*U-137 Made Navigational Error’ 

The official explanation for the commission's complete 
refusal to discuss the motives or nations behind the 
violations is that it “does not consider itself competent; 
the reader will have to speculate on this himself.” 
Other controversial points in the submarine debate were 
examined by the commission: 

— Midget submarines exist. The commission cited the 
Soviet- built Piranya, which has the same length as the 
intruders on Swedish Navy sonar images. 

— The U-137 did not make a navigational error and 
had nuclear weapons on board when it ran aground 
in Gasefjarden in 1981. There is unanimous agreement 
that it was a deliberate intrusion, based, among other 
things, on material from discussions between Swedish 
and Russian experts. 

— Mink have been chased in only a limited number of 
cases. Of a total of 40 “ostensible” violations reported by 
the defense forces during 1981-1995, it was a question 
of mink noises in only five instances, all after 1992. 


— Submarine pursuit has cost 5 percent of the Navy's 
budget and has amounted to only 0.75 percent of the 
defense appropriation during this period. 

The commission did not believe in the idea of major, 
repeated operations to violate territorial waters, and the 
defense forces are criticized for basing their analyses 
more on hypotheses than verified events. 


Have the violations then ceased? 


Yes, there are various indications for this. But as 
recently as this year, the so-called type sound was heard 
again. Nobody knows what this sound was. One of 
the commission's few proposals was to investigate this 
further. 

The report diverges from the directive on one important 
point. The commission was supposed to examine the 
violations “within their historical and their security and 
defense policy context.” But no such considerations are 
found anywhere in the report. 

"We do not consider ourselves to have security policy 
competence,” Hans G. Forsberg said. 


Supreme Commander Comments 
BR2712091095 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 21 Dec 95 p 13 
[Report by Sune Olofsson: “Supreme Commander 
Views Report as Proof of Navy's Objectivity") 


{[FBIS Translated Text] "I see that the commission 
has confirmed more certain violations than the defense 
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forces have. This is an acknowledgement of the Navy's 
objectivity and the defense forces’ extraordinarily strin- 
gent demands for proof.” 


These were Supreme Commander Owe Wiktorin’s com- 
ments on the submarine commission's report. He also 
claimed that the lesson for Sweden to learn is that it is 
always dangerous to phase out defense force capabili- 


ues. 


Reduced Defense 


In the 1970's submarine defense was drastically re- 
duced. 


“The serious thing is that throughout the 1980's and 
up until September 1992, we had continual violations. 
The violations and Sweden are apparently part of a 
larger security policy perspective, which is formed and 
tested by the countries performing the violations,” Owe 
Wiktorin said. 

New Indications 

The military leadership was criticized by the commis- 
sion because a number of reports from the defense 


forces were much too categorical, and because hypothe- 
ses were confused with verifiable conclusions. 


“That still happened at the beginning of the 1980's, but 
not in recent years,” the supreme commander claimed. 


Owe Wiktorin did not think the defense forces could 
now stop chasing alien submarines. 


“Recently there have been a number of indications 
which we had to analyze further. However, these reports 
are not very substantial, and antisubmarine units were 
not used in 1995. 


“Hopefully the violations have ceased, but it is too early 
to sound the all-clear,” Owe Wiktorin said. 
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Government Considers Buying Antimissile Systems 


NC2812111895 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
28 Dec 95 p 3 


{Report by Charlie Kharalambous] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] If the US sells 150 ATACM 
{advanced tactical missiles] missiles to Turkey, then 
the National Guard will consider installing anti-missile 
systems to combat the threat of attack. 
According to reports, the government is deeply con- 
cerned over the proposed sale of the long-range surface- 
to-surface missiles to Turkey. The missiles have the 
capability to hit Cyprus from Turkey. Despite protests 
from the and US Congressmen against the 
sale of the US-made missiles, the $130 million deal has 
been approved. 
The government now wants assurances that the missiles 
will not be used against the republic. 
It is understood the government will co-ordinate diplo- 
matic moves with Greece to put extra pressure on the 
i to secure guarantees over the use of the AT- 
ACMs. 


In view of this latest development the government is 
iously ideri sing defi bilities by 
acquiring anti-missile systems and installing multimis- 
sile systems with improved strike capabilities. 
Defence Minister Konstandinos Iliadhis announced last 
week that Cyprus would improve its anti-air defence 
systems as part of the defence pact with Greece. 
With the ATACMs going to Turkey the government will 
be forced to reconsider its strategy in accordance with 
the defence pact. 

A National Guard spokesman said yesterday it was not 
their policy to discuss military hardware with the press. 


Kliridhis Comments on Turkish Election Results 


NC2712154095 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1500 GMT 27 Dec 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis 
has stated categorically that he is not interested in 
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bargaining, only discussing the issue of sovereignty 
raised by [Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf] Denktas. 


In a statement upon leaving for Athens this afternoon 
the president also made it clear that the issue of 
sovereignty is one of the important issues; the others 
are demilitarization and the territorial issue. 


President Kliridhis also said that the visit to Cyprus 
by Richard Holbrooke, U.S. assistant secretary of state 
for European and Canadian affairs, will be exploratory. 
No decision has been made on his preparing any plan. 
He added: According to an official briefing, Holbrooke 
expects to hear their views. President Kliridhis also 
confirmed that there is a plan for Europe to conduct 
a parallel examination of the Cyprus issue but he gave 
no details. 


Asked about the election result in Turkey, President 
Kliridhis noted that it depends on who forms the new 
government and what the thinking is. He added: | 
cannot say whether a three-way coalition will benefit 
Cyprus because no one knows how long such coop- 
eration could last. President Kliridhis emphasized: The 
lack of a strong government in Turkey or in the Greece- 
Turkey-Cyprus triangle makes things even more diffi- 
cult, without this meaning that a strong Turkish Gov- 
ernment will facilitate a Cyprus solution. He added: It 
depends on what the new government's policy will be. 
We must wait and see what the policy on Cyprus will 
be. 


Syrian Fishing Boat Seized; Crew Detained 


TA2712180295 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1630 GMT 27 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A Syrian fishing boat, the 
“Uthman, fishing off Kumyali [Koma Tou Yialou] 
in the territorial waters of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, is being held by the coastal security 
teams. Three Syrian crew members who were on the 
boat, “Abd-al-Rahman Salah, ‘Abd-al-Rahman Nisar, 
and Tariq Tintawi, have been arrested. The fishing boat 
was towed to Gazimagosa [Famagusta] port. The police 
have started an investigation. 
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High Election Council Announces Final Results 


TA2712161695 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1600 GMT 27 Dec 95 


{(FBIS Translated Text] ‘he High Election Council 
has announced the final unofficial results of the 24 
December general elections. Accordingly, the Welfare 
Party [RP] gets 158 seats, the True Path Party [DYP] 
135, the Motherland Party [ANAP] 131, the Democratic 
Left Party [DSP] 76, and the Republican People’s Party 
[CHP] SO seats in the assembly. 


Here is the share of the votes received by the parties, 
including votes cast at border exits: 

RP, 21.38 percent; ANAP, 19.65 percent; DYP, 19.19 
percent; DSP, 14.64 percent; CHP, 10.71 percent; Na- 
tionalist Action Party, 8.18 percent; People’s Democ- 
racy Party, 4.17 percent; New Democracy Movement, 
0.48 percent; Nation Party, 0.45 percent; Rebirth Party, 
0.34 percent; Labor Party, 0.22 percent; New Party, 0.13 
percent; and independents, 0.48 percent. 


Efforts To Form Coalition Facing Problems 


NC2812151795 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 

in English 28 Dec 95 

{Received via Internet] 

(FBIS Transcribed Text} ANKARA — After the early 
euphoria created by the agreement of Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller and opposition chief Mesut Yilmaz to lead 
a right-left coalition that will keep victorious Islamists 
out of power, the efforts toward a secularist alliance lost 
steam on Wednesday as problems persisted between the 
two main representatives of the divided center-right. 


Ciller, whose True Path Party (DYP) grabbed 135 of the 
550 Parliament seats, and Yilmaz, whose Motherland 
Party (ANAP) captured 132, announced on Tuesday 
an accord to bury past animosities and work toward 
a government, backed by the smaller Democratic Left 
Party (DSP) of Bulent Ecevit. 

The alliance was aimed against Necmettin Erbakan’s 
Welfare Party [RP] which emerged a narrow winner 
from Sunday's poll on a platform of Islamist ideology, 
an anti-Western stance and efficient government, qua- 
drupling its Parliamentary strength to 158. 


Averse to letting the chance for the fulfillment of 
their elusive dream of a unified center-right slip by, 
Istanbul's influential business community exhorted the 
rival leaders to move towards conciliation in large 
newspaper ads. 

But burying the years-long personal feud of the two 
leaders and reconciling their parties’ diverging views 
on important domestic and foreign policy issues will 
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seemingly prove harder to accomplish than they first 
looked. 


Emerging from Tuesday's meeting, Ciller and Yilmaz 
soothed fears about the islamic law (shariah) threatening 
72 years of secular republicanism, both of them sound- 
ing eager for a partnership and saying the order of the 
day was conciliation. 


Yilmaz said the two sides could naturally offer propos- 
als for a coalition government, but should refrain from 
imposing their own terms. 

The two leaders earlier voiced their aversion to a 
government partnership with the RP because of its 
anti-secuJzr views, which RP leader Erbakan and other 
Islamis spokesmen toned down after the poll in a frantic 
bid to attract coalition partners. 


DSP leader Bulent Ecevit, whose party's 75 seats — 
enough to give the centrist alliance a safe majonty 
— gained him a pivotal role in the equations, said 
he would support conciliauon, which was generally 
taken as an agreement in principle to participate in the 
government. Ecevit’s social democratic rival, Foreign 
Minister Deniz Baykal, said he preferred to keep his 
Republican People’s Party (CHP) in opposition after 
its poor showing, which gave it only SO parliamentary 
seats. 


But after Tuesday's meeting between Ciller and Yilmaz, 
the downplayed question of who will lead the coalition 
began throwing the picture out of focus. 


An immediate problem became the claim of precedence 
by both parties, with ANAP pointing to its slight 
majority of votes, and DYP to its larger number of seats. 


Yilmaz told a TV talk show Tuesday night that he was 
ready to offer the post of Prime Minister to Ecevit as a 
neutral leader, but the DYP side made clear its reticence. 


Addressing a news conference after an overnight meet- 
ing between Ciller and her chief party aides, DYP 
Secretary-General Tevfik Diker said the party had only 
one candidate to head a coalition government, and that 
was Ciller herself. 


Diker said DYP supported the view that President 
Suleyman Demirel should assign Erbakan to form the 
new government as the leader of the strongest party, 
but that once he had failed, the task should be given to 
Ciller, heading the party with the second largest number 
of seats. 


ANAP spokesmen, meanwhile, kept asserting Yilmaz's 
right to the post as leader of a party with more votes 
than DYP. 
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But analysts said the problems between the partners-to- 
be went deeper than the rivalry over the top job, saying 
the hour-long discussion between Ciller and Yilmaz had 
been less productive than the leaders cared to admit. 

A chief problem is ANAP’s militancy against the terms 
of the recently clinched customs union accord between 
Turkey and the European Union, reservations shared by 
Ecevit. 


The three parties also have conflicting positions regard- 
ing the ties with Iraq and the Western air force based 
in Turkey to protect the Iragi Kurds. 

On domestic policies, an immediate difficulty is seen to 
be di ‘call ‘Vi ling privatizatio 
between Ciller and her potential partners, with Ecevit 
— and former Foreign Minister Mumtaz Soysal who 
successfully blocked progress while in Ciller’s govern- 
ment — likely to put a brake on the fast pace Ciller has 
been calling for. 


Erbakan States Intention To Form Coalition 


TA2712124395 Istanbul Show Television in Turkish 
2020 GMT 26 Dec 95 


Erbakan] Our duty before the elections was to present 
the people the facts. It was our task to explain to our 
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I believe that our other colleagues will act in the same 
way. 


[Arman] What you said regarding the other parties 
before the elections was very radical; in comparison, 
whal you are saying now is very mild. 


{Erbakan] Naturally. The more emphatic you are, the 
clearer you make it to the people. That was our duty at 
the time. The more militant we were then, the more 
we were blessed; and now, we are blessed for our 
tolerant altitude. Therefore, we are not criticizing the 
other parties now. On the contrary, we are al a stage 
where we will embrace them and cajole them in a bid 
to serve the country together. This is the change you are 
Currently witnessing in our style. 


[Arman] When this interview is broadcast in a few 
hours, do you think that by cajoling... 


{Erbakan, interrupting) | am saying this as a sign of 
endearment. Of course, we should all treat each other 
equally. We must come together and leave aside our 
conflicts, because the elections are over. 


[Arman] You stated that the elections eliminated the 
impasse in Turkish politics. When one looks at the 
parliamentary arithmetic, however, this does not appear 
to be the case. There seems to be a real difficulty. 
You say that you will easily be able to establish a 
government. 


{Erbakan} Of course. These are all artificial matters. 
This is not the first time that Turkey is establishing a 
government. The elections were held, the people placed 
the RP on the top, and the rules of democracy are clear. 
The assembly will be formed and then the honorable 


president will assign the RP, the largest party, the task 
of establishing the new government. 


[Arman] There is no problem with the procedure. What 
will happen afterward? 


{Erbakan} After that, we will meet with the parties. 
There is only one road of common sense. Everyone 
wants to serve the country, and the path to service is 
evident. There is only one important point: In the past, 
we experienced fruitless antagonism and stubbornness. 
This must now be eliminated, because the country must 
be served. Once you change gears in a display of 
goodwill and you invite your colleagues to discuss the 
problems and their solutions, then you see that there is 
only one road of common sense. Consequently, we will 
reach agreement on these issues very easily. This is not 
the first time that we are establishing a coalition. We 
were in coalition with practically all the current parties 
in the years 1974-1978. We have experience. I must 
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also state that the conditions then were much graver 
than today. 
[Arman] But the leaders were different. 


{Erbakan] That is not true. At the time, the leaders 
also manifested opposing stands. You should not attach 
importance to statements uttered during the elections. 
There is a basic truth, which will become evident when 
we sit down and talk. This is not the first time that this is 
being done. We reached many compromises with even 
Our greatest opponents. 


Path Party (DYP] 


{Erbakan, interrupting) It makes no difference which 
party. The CU agreement signed on 6 March is not in 
Turkey's favor. If we sit at the negotiating table with the 
DYP for coalition talks — which is a likelihood — then 
we will ask to discuss the CU. The DYP will say: You 


{Arman} One of your main issues during the election 
campaign consisted of interest rates. You pledged to 
eliminate interest rates. It is impossible to calculate, but 
you probably received many votes on the basis of this 
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setup thai supplies raw materials for production and 
contributes to the production sector. 


{Arman} What will happen if your future partner says 
this is not possible because the bank must also profit? 


{Erbakan] The bank will be a partner in the investment. 
We indicated how this will be done. 


[Arman] In other words, you are incorporating the other 
party into your just order? 


{Erbakan] There is no doubt. Everyone must accept the 
just order. What we are saying is that two times two is 
four. We have already observed how the contrary policy 
drove the country to chaos. Look at the way the existing 
interest rates led to unemployment, lack of investments, 
and chaos in the country. The state is bankrupt. It is 
impossible for this state of affairs to continue. 


[Arman] Arithmetic aside, who will be your first nego- 
tiating partner? 

[Erbakan] We are equidistant from everyone. We could 
negotiate with anyone. For example, we could establish 
a coalition with ANAP [Motherland Party], with the 
DYP, or with the DSP (Democratic Left Party] and 
the CHP [Republican People’s Party] together. In other 
words, at first glance there are three alternatives. All 
three of these options will be explored. We will discuss 
all of them. We will not turn away from any one 
of them. We will choose and implement the most 
appropriate option that will allow us to serve the country 
in the best manner. Today we have three alternatives. 
Before the elections we had nothing; we only had a 
deadlock. The people fulfilled their duty and broke the 
deadlock. Now it is time for the solution. 


[Arman] The three alternatives you refer to have issued 
separate statements in the aftermath of the elections 
excluding the RP option. 


{Erbakan] Those were rash statements. There is an of- 
ficial procedure and ways on how to go about conduct- 
ing them. Rash statements have no value whatsoever. 
I would even go as far as to say that an oath taken 
by a person may be considered invalid. For this rea- 
son, all past statements are invalid, not binding in any 
way, and mean nothing. There are official procedures 
and methods of doing things right. The task is assigned 
and approaches are then undertaken in a bid to serve 
the country within the framework of certain principles. 
Undoubtedly, this being a democratic establishment, the 
proposals will then be taken up at party councils where 
decisions will be adopted. Most probably, this proce- 
dure will be applied to everybody. A decision on how 
best to serve the country will be made only after all the 
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decisions are assessed. There is nothing new in this pro- 
cedure. We will be experiencing a most natural event. 
[Arman] Other parties used you to get the votes of their 
grassroots in the same way you used the other parties: 
by claiming they are imitating the West and that certain 
electorates voted for you just because you said these 
things. 

(Erbakan} According to whal you are saying, there can 


al Gas Gs oe tea. Ges fo Goemen G 


It is absurd to pursue pre-election efforts as though these 
elections were not held. For this reason, nothing will 
be gained from these efforts. It would more useful to 
strive to make the new coalition, which will be formed 
by the RP, the best one. This is what should be done 
and this is what will best serve the country. Nobody has 
a right to think of himself. Everybody should consider 
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the country and the parties. The best way to serve the 
country and the parties is to form a coalition with the 
RP. Whoever forms a coalition with the RP will be the 
winner. Now, they will be racing with each other. There 
are three options and it is natural for all three of them 
to compete among themselves. 


[Arman] We had a similar situation during Ecevit's 
government toward the end cf the 1970's. Ecevii formed 
the government even though it was obvious that it would 
not receive a vote of confidence. Nevertheless, Ecevit 
governed until the day his government failed to receive 
one. 


{Erbakan] All these are possible. There is no need to go 
back as far as Ecevit. Look at Mrs. Ciller, who failed 
to receive a vote of confidence. There are al! kinds of 
possibilities in a democracy. I do not think, however, 
that such a thing will happen in our case. Talks will be 
held comfortably and basic decisions will be reached. 
All these will be formulated in the best possible way. 
Sleeves will be rolled up and the task will be undertaken 
in the name of God. I would like to stress that there are 
four more parties and only one or two of them will join 
in the coalition and be a partner of the governing party. 
The others will remain in opposition. We, however, will 
hold meetings with the opposition parties approximately 
once a month and take their advice on the issues facing 
the country, and these meetings will not be for show. 


[Arman] You do not see yourself in the opposition”? 
{Erbakan] The nation has given us this duty. 


{Arman} What will happen in the event that all these 
contacts yield no results and the RP is in the opposition ’ 


{Erbakan}] You are making a hypothesis. This will 
certainly not happen. Let me tell you that by saying this 
you are casing the RP’s way. Now let us assume that 
the RP, which emerged as the leading party and carned 
the highest honor, has done everything in its power to 
form a government that will best serve the country and 
nevertheless becomes the opposition. The RP will then 
sit back and enjoy the play to be performed before its 
eyes. As the main opposition party it will have all the 
power. It does not have to do anything. It can move the 
earth because the nation has decided to authorize the RP 
to solve its problem. You cannot wage a fight against 
the nation. Those who intend to fight the nation will 
be ruined. If they could have done so they would have 
done it before the elections. It is clear that they cannot 
succeed. 


[Arman] Mr. Yilmaz visited Mr. Ecevit while you were 
holding your news conference today. Do you have any 
appointments? 
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[Erbckan}] We have not yet preparec a contact program. 
the happier we will be, because they are looking for 
paths to serve the country — and this is good. 


Yilmaz, Baykal Discuss Coalition Possibilities 


TA2712150595 Istanbul Show Television in Turkish 
2020 GMT 26 Dec 95 


{Studio interview with Motherland Party leader Mesut 
Yilmaz and Republican People’s Party leader Deniz 
Baykal by Mehmet Ali Birand; from the “32d Day” 
program — live] 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted) [Birand]) 
Mr. Baykal, who do you think are the main elements in 
the coalition to be formed? 

[Baykal] There is no question about it: Uniess the 
Motherland Party [ANAP] and the True Path Party 
[DYP] reach an agreement, there can be no government. 
Actually, we have been saying this for a long time. 
It would have been so good had ANAP and the DYP 
united or formed a coalition back in 1991. It would have 
been better had that happened after our 20 September 
party congress. It is now inevitable. 


[Birand] Mr. Yilmaz, you spoke with the DYP leader 
today. Can such a coalition be established? 


[Yilmaz] The main problem is that even if it happens, 
it is not enough given the arithmetic in parliament. 
[Baykal] Yes, I know, but I am only talking of the 
starting point. Unless there is a coalition between ANAP 
and the DYP, there is no chance of establishing a 
government that can tackle the country’s problems. That 
is the first step, the sine qua non. 

[Birand) Let us first see if this first step can be taken, 


Mr. Baykal, and then we will come back to you. Mr. 
Yilmaz, can such a first step be taken? 


[Yilmaz] First of all, | agree that it is essential that it 


happens. Given the difficult picture, I believe that the 
first step should be such a cooperation between the two 


parties. 


[Birand) Today you spoke with Mrs. Ciller alone, 
without anyone else. Only you know everything. 


[Yilmaz] We spoke alone in the past, too. Our meeting 
today, however, encouraged me, I can say that. There 
are certain problems that we must overcome. 


[Birand) Did you go into the details? 
[Yilmaz] We did not go into details. 


[Birand] Did you go into the most important detail? The 
detail of who will become prime minister? 
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[Yilmaz] I do not consider that to be the most important 
issue. That is why we did not discuss that. The most 
important point in our discussion was the necessity 
to have a third pariner, or support from outside the 
government. We were unable to reach full agreement 
about this with the prime minister. 

({Birand) Can you elaborate, please, on what thal means? 


[Yilmaz] Given the present assembly arithmetic, if the 
parties retain thew current stand regarding the Welfare 
Party [RP]... 


[Birand, interrupting} You said you would not set up a 
coalition with the RP. Mrs. Ciller said the same thing... 


[Yilmaz, interrupting] I believe Mr. Baykal shares the 
same view. 
[Baykal] Yes, I do. 


[Yilmaz] So, given the present assembly arithmetic, it 
is impossible to set up a two-party coalition unless it 
is supported from the outside. I think it is wrong to 
have a minority government when we have to make 
such urgent reforms, at a time when there will be 
a strong opposition within parliament — if the RP 
continues to be in the opposition — and when there 
is a Significant opposition outside parliament as a result 
of the 10 percent nationwide threshold. I believe that we 
should have a strong government based on conciliation, 
a government that is as broad-based as possible. 


[Birand] Do you mean that the RP should also join the 
government, so that there can be a strong government” 


[Yilmaz] No, I was assuming that the RP will retain its 
position as the opposition. Then, the broadest possible 
coalition must be set up among the four remaining 
parties, based on a most stable conciliation. | think 
that this is the most appropriate solution. If a four- 
party coalition cannot be formed, then a three-party 
coalition must be set up. As far as I am concerned, 
a two-party coalition supported from outside should be 
the last resort. It is the least effective solution. 


[Baykal] These are very important points. Allow me. | 
know, Mr. Birand, that you are in a hurry, but unless 
these points are discussed, the issue cannot be properly 
assessed. 


Turkey cannot afford to ignore the problems before it. 
At this stage, when the world is changing so fast and 
when extraordinary chances are appearing before us, 
Turkey must resolve its basic structural problems. First, 
Turkey must control its inflation rate. [passage omitted] 
Second, certain legal and democratic reforms must be 
Carried out; they cannot be postponed any more. It is 
necessary to develop a new approach to the incidents in 
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the southeast. It is secessary to eliminate the probiem 
of terrorism. kt is necessary to develop a new angie to 
Turkey's relations with the world. Turkey must make 


tige of the democratic system in Turkey. That is why 
my proposal is as follows: The agreement must be made 
among the three parties, and the leaders of the three par- 


ties — this is a very important point — must take their 


[Baykal] There is no need for that. Mr. Yilmaz and Mr. 
Ecevit agreed before the elections that they could set up 
a coalition after the elections. They said: Let us change 


TURKEY 
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[Yilmaz] There is a numerical problem. We do not have 
the sumbers. 


[Baykal] No, we were talking of a three-party coalition 
with the DYP. 


[Yilmaz] Yes, but there is the problem of the DYP’s 
supporting such a coalition. 


[Birand] The DYP does not want the Democratic Left 
Party [DSP]? 


[Yilmaz] I do not know; the DYP knows that. 
[Birand) Did you not talk about that? 


[Baykal] Mr. Birand, the coalition must be set up among 
the ANAP, the DYP. and the DSP. (passage omitted] 


[Birand] Mr. Yilmaz, did you discuss the issue of the 
post of prime minister with Mrs. Ciller today? 


[Yilmaz] No, we did not discuss that. As I said earlier, 
we discussed mostly principles. A significant portion of 
our discussion was on the issuc of partners, on what 
coalition formula would be the best. 


[Birand)] Which one did you decide is the best? 


[Yilmaz] We agreed that a four-party coalition would te 
the best. However, there is something else. The issue of 
prime minister does not seem like a big obstacle to me. 


[Birand] Would you give up the premiership? 


[Yilmaz] I believe that more than with the issue of 
giving it up or not, we are faced with the issue of 
properly assessing the election results. We were hoping 
that the clectorate would give us a clear message as 
to its preference for prime minister and for the leading 
party of the coalition. Before the elections, Mrs. Ciller 
said that whoever gets fewer votes should withdraw and 
join the other party. 


{Birand] You made similar suggestions. 


[Yilmaz] I agreed to her suggestion. If you look at the 
election results, however, we garnered 0.5 percent more 
votes than the DYP, while they received two or three 
more seats in parliament. So, the message is not clear. 
I think that neither I nor Mrs. Ciller have the right to 
impose decisions on each other. Therefore, we need to 
reach an agreement regarding this point as well. | am 
open to such an agreement. If Mrs. Ciller is not insistent 
on this issue, | am ready not to be insistent, and to 
contribute to an agreement. 


[Baykal] I believe that Mr. Yilmaz and Mrs. Ciller 
must clear up this issue as soon as possibie; if they are 
going to meet tomorrow, then tomorrow. It is creating 
a problem. [passage omitted] 











mecting with her today. | want the post of pnme 
minister. | believe that in terms of the party, the party 
program, and party cadres, | am ready for the post. 
I believe ‘hat we are the party thal is most prepared 
for this post. That is why | want it. I am aware 
how difficult the conditions are. We assessed them 
once again with the honorable prime minister today 
I accept Mrs. Ciller’s right, however, to object to muy 
premiership. | think that I have the same right. So, I say 


RP is the last party to be considered for such a coalition. 


TURKEY 21 


[Yilmaz] We did not isolate it, it isolated us. ht claimed 
thal we are invalid parties, that only the RP is the party 
of truth. I will not sm at the table with Erbakan unless 
he cleans thal up. 


[Birand] Mr. Yilmaz, there are rumors that you favor 
Ecevit as prime minister, and that Ciller’s candidate is 
Mr. Baykal. What would you say to Baykal’s premiecr- 
shin? 


[Yilmaz] We are ready w assess a formula to be 
produced by the four parties without prejudices. 


[Birand] it is so difficult, though. As Mr. Baykal said. 
unless the boss is elected, it is very difficult to move on 
to other issues. 


[Yilmaz] That is our method: We first begin with who is 
the boss and then we discuss the principles. The method 
I prefer, however, is to agree on principles first, and then 
fill the positions. 


[Baykal}) That is truc, but if you reach an agreement 
with Mrs. Ciller first, it would be casier. Whatever the 
conditions or principles, a partnership between you and 
her is essential. There will probably not be a crisis in 
connection with principles. Turkey knows what must be 
done, it has been discussed so extensively. Therefore, 
you and Mrs. Ciller must draw up the framework of the 
coalition first, so thal you can advance in connection 


with the principles. 


before I met Mr. Ecevit. I replied to her: There are no 
important differences between our pafty program and 
yours. We consider it highly probable that we will reach 
as agreement with you. The points that prevented an 
agreeme=. Detween us until today have been eliminated 
with the clections. We consider it extremely likely that 
we will agree with you on the principles and on the 
program. The point that we find critical here is the 
extent to which the DSP can reconcile itself to such 
a coalition. That is why we met with him first. | was 
very pleased, however, to see that Mr. Ecevit is ready 
to contribute to a conciliation that will involve clements 
that we consider are of crucial importance. That was 
encouraging. In other words, there are things we cannot 
give up; for example, we are in favor of a very speedy 
privatization. Also, we want the privatization of public 
banks to be carried out with priority precedence. 
[Birand) Did Mr. Ecevit agree to that? 


[Yilmaz] Yes, the general impression he gave me — we 
did not discuss this issue in detail — is that he will not 


prevent such a privatization program. [passage omitted] 





[Birand] Are you not isolating the RP? 
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[Birand) Mr. Baykal, will you be part of a three-party 
or four-party coalition? 


(Baykal] There is no problem about the three-party 
coalition. There is a trio that will make up that coalition. 
The only thing is to name it and to start it. 

[Birand] You consider the trio to be the ANAP, the 
DYP, and the DSP, I notice. and you keep yourself out 
of it. You want to be in the coalition, is that it? 


(Baykal) That is the natural coaliton. Somebody should 
be in opposition. Having everybody take part in the gov- 


opposition in Turkey. The RP will be in the opposition, 


{Yilmaz} I have the impression that the honorable prime 
minister does not want to hurry in connection with the 
coalition talks. She told me that she thinks such contacts 
will be more useful after the honorable president 


the process of establishing a government. | disagree 
with her. I believe that we should be able to help 
the honorable president in connection with this matter 
The five parties should come up with solutions in line 
with the preferences of the nation. We must offer him 
soluuons. 

[Birand) Whom do you think the president should assign 


of forming a government” 


[Birand) Erbakan -ays that according to practice, he 
should be the one to be assigned with the task. 


(Baykal} Uniess a solution has been created beforehand. 


[Yilmaz] I believe that Mr. Erbakan is right. None of the 
parties have enough seats in parliament to be abie to set 
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[Baykal] Yes, but if such a solution is conveyed to him 
before he asks, then he docs not have to assign the 
leader of the party with the highest sumber of deputies. 
If, within a few days, the ANAP, DYP. and DSP tcl! 
him thal they are ready to sci up a govermment under 
the leadership of a certain person, then the munuie the 
parliament is established, the president can ask thal 
person to set up a government, withoul going to Erhakan 
first. That is possible. [passage omiticd] 


Columnist Says Erbakan Should Form Government 


NC2712212895 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 
26 Dec 9S p3 


{Article by Gungor Mengi from the “SABAH Says” 
column: “The Preacher and Dates”| 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The outcome of the elections 
has created an unbelbevably complicated probiem. It 
is as if we have been penalized while waiting for a 
solution. However, there is no need to panic or maintain 
a pessimistic approach. As staicd by President Suleyman 
Demirel and Welfare Party [RP] leader Necmettin 
Erbakan, the rules will obstruct a crisis. 


We believe that President Demirel must designaic 
Necmettin Erbakan to form the new government. The 
RP has emerged from the clections as the leading party 
$0 it must be given an opportunity to try to establish the 
new government. This will help it to realize that it will 
not be able to do so. The RP must pay the cost for its 
mistakes. 


Obviously, the dates the preacher has consumed will 
upset his stomach; he will reap what he has sown. It 
would have been better if the RP were able to find a 
partner to establish a coalition, which would have put 
Out its candle in a shor time. The people would have 
realized that what they have followed is nothing but an 
illusion. 

Nevertheless, Necmettin Erbakan will not be able to 
establish a government even if he is designated as the 
prime minister. The excuse the political parties he will 
contact will put forward is as follows: “Your statements 
have alienated the RP from all the other political 
parties and you have opposed the basic principles of the 
ic. Consequently, we informed the people prior 
elecuons that we would not share responsibility 
the RP in the administration. This was why the 
voted for us and so we Cannot agree to your 


proposal.” 
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Obviously, it would be an act of suicide for any party to 
agree to support the RP’s bid to come to power. Prime 
Minister Ciller is aware of this state of affairs and, in 
fact, this is why she tried to push the ANAP towards the 

















RP vesterday. However, ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz 


quickly put up his guard and ruled out the possibility of 
an RP-ANAP coalition. (passage omuticd) 


done. 
It is a fact that Turkey needs an effective government 
that will work in agreement. However, it also needs a 
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is about Necmettin Erbakan's age. As far 
is concerned, he is far ahead than the latter. 
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RP Official Denounces Anti-lraq Sanctions 


JN2712203895 Baghdad Iraq Television Network 
in Arabic 1800 GMT 27 Dec 95 


TURKEY 


TA2612154395 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1500 GMT 26 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara. Dec 26 (AA) — 


‘Al clammed that the PKK had killed 70 civilians 
in 1995. However, the PKK killed 320 civilians and 
wounded another 399 during the first months of 1995. 


“We urge Al to stop descriting PK K-led terrorism as 
wat, and criticizing Turkey’, a Foreign Ministry press 


forces of violating human rights, and describes the 


kidnapped people as prisoners of war.” The Forcign 
Ministry also criticized Al for indirectly supporting the 
PKK. 


PUK, IKDP Deny Plans To Attend PKK Congress 


TA2712160495 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
13847 GMT 27 Dec 95 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara, Dec 27 (A.A.) — Pa- 
totic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and Iragi Kurdish 
Democratic Party (IKDP) Wednesday refuted claims 
that Jalal Talabani and Mas'ud Barzani would partic- 
ipate in the so-called national Kurdish congress. 


PUK representative in Ankara Shazad Sa‘ib told AA 
that it was impossible that Talabani, leader of PUK, 
would attend the congress. 


Recalling that the separatist terrorist organization also 
earlier set up a so-called Kurdish parliament, Sa'ib said 
they claimed that they represent all Kurds although it ts 
not true. 
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fOcalan} | think that the Germans went away with a 
different impression. 


[FOCUS] But you did not become close friends. 


[Ocalan] No, but they had considered me an anarchist 
who is against German law. And they were surprised to 
hear that | admit mistakes. 


[FOCUS] Such as? 


[Ocalan] I regret that our actions have caused problems 
to the German legal system. 


[FOCUS] You are talking about blocking highwrys and 
arson attacks. Did the director of the BV reprimand 
you for that? 


[Ocalan] The envoy of the federal interior minister 
wanted to explain German laws to me. He seemed to 
think that | do not know anything about them. | replied 
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to him thal we cannot be held responsible for everything 
that happens in Germany. 


[FOCUS] Who is to blame”? 


[Ocalan] I have wed to prove that the Turkish secret 
service, MIT, has been trying since 1984 to label us as 
a dangerous group in Germany. We have been blamed 
for everything, such as the attack on the Pope and the 
murder of [former Swedish prime minister) Palme. 


[FOCUS] What do you think the Turkish secret service 
is trying to do? 

[Ocalan] We were sure that we would win a lot of 
support in Europe for our national liberation struggic. ht 
was a tactic used by the MIT to prevent this support by 
making unfounded accuszuons. 


[FOCUS] How did you get on with the director of 
the BIV, which, after all, has put your people under 
surveillance in Germany” 

[Ocalan] Maybe be has realized that banning the PKK 
was wrong, that this situation has to be improved. 


[FOCUS] Tell us how the meeting came about. 


[Ocalan] He called our people in Europe. | did not 
hesitate at all to receive him. | knew that the German 
position of banning the PKK was wrong from the start. 
Maybe they are going to revise this decision. | really 
trust that director on that matter. 


[FOCUS] He cannot lift the ban on the PKK by himself. 


[Ocalan] | told him that one has to get to know the PKK. 
The PKK must not be portrayed as a domestic problem 
in Germany. The PKK must be seen in connection with 
German foreign policy. 

[FOCUS] Let us stay in Germany. Sevenicen high- 
ranking PKK officials are in prison in Germany at the 
[Ocalan] The arrests of our friends were unfounded from 
the legal point of view. 

[FOCUS] Your people were finally convicted for 
manslaughter, blackmail, or bodily injury. 


[Ocalan] Wrong. My people in German prisons are 
political hostages. They are trying to pul pressure on 
me with these measures. That is a mistake. 


[FOCUS] That sounds dangerous. 


{Ocalan} Tens of thousands of our friends are in prison 
in Turkey, hundreds have been sentenced to death. But 
that has not influenced my struggle. | can say the same 
for the arrests in Germany. They will not change our 
policy. The arrests are just a revenge. 
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[FOCUS] How do you want to exert an influence on 
your supporters, with 17 regional PKK officials in 
German prisons? 

[Ocalan] We have a number of officials in Germany. It is 
simply impossible to prevent our friends from carrying 
out their activities there. (laughs) We have hundreds of 
cadres in Germany... 


[FOCUS] You are saying that quite aggressively, al- 
though you have announced a policy of nonviolence. 


[Ocalan] Which we are observing. There was a big 
demonstration with thousands of people in Bonn this 
year. There was no incident. 


[FOCUS] Will it remain that way? 


{Ocalan} I do not think that there will be any negative in- 
cidents. Why should we create difficulties for ourselves? 
We will not accept violence on German territory, and 
we will not win a war against Germany with these meth- 
ods either. If one wants to fight a real struggle against 
Germany, one has to pick the right place and time. 


[FOCUS] That sounds like a campaign plan. 


[Ocalan] It should not sound like a threat, but if there 
has to be a fight, one has to plan it carefully and create 
the right environment for it. I will have to analyze a 
great deal here in the future. I am trying to understand 
Germany on a deeper level. I want to find out to what 
extent Germany is a friend or enemy of the Kurds. 


[FOCUS] In your talk with Heinrich Lummer you 
offered to cooperate with the German police in fighting 
drug-related crimes. But they have accused you of 
financing your guerrilla struggle by drug-smuggling. 


{Ocalan} Listen, l am an open-minded person. You may 
not believe me in other things, but you can trust me in 
this point: The Turkish secret service has staged a drugs 
conspiracy against the PKK. In fact, it is Turkish right- 
wing extremists who are the drug mafia. The Turkish 
police is deeply involved in this. With these profits from 
drugs deals they are financing their dirty war against the 
Kurds. 


[FOCUS] Is the PKK all clean in that respect? 


[Ocalan] I have told you! With the drug issue the 
Turkish secret service is removing young fighters from 
the PKK. Hundreds of Kurdish youths are in prison in 
Hamburg. That is not normai crime, there is a system 
behind that. 


[FOCUS] How do you want to help the German police 
in practical terms? 


{Ocalan} A PKK official and a representative of the 
German police can exchange information. My first 


proposal: The Kurdish youths sitting in German prisons 
should be asked about the real godfathers of drug 
dealing. 

[FOCUS] Does that mean you are not the much-quoted 
big dealer? 


[Ocalan] Absolutely not. If anybody from the PKK deals 
in drugs, they are immediately excluded from the party. 


[FOCUS] Your arch enemy Turkey has been dismayed 
about the German Government's secret contacts with 
the PKK. 


{Ocalan} That has amused me very much. 


[FOCUS] There have been several attacks on Turkish 
facilities over the past few weeks. Are you responsible 
for these? 


[Ocalan] We have nothing to do with them; that is the 
truth. Look for the perpetrators among the Turkish secret 
service, MIT. The MIT is using such measures to harm 
the PKK. 


[FOCUS] Many Germans are currently planning their 
summer vacation. Can they go to Turkey without having 
to worry? 

{Ocalan} I have to think about that carefully. 

[FOCUS] Why do you have io think about it? 


[Ocalan] I will continue to watch Germany's position 
toward the Kurds carefully. If the German position 
is dangerous for us, we will turn against Germany's 
interests. Not in Germany itself, but abroad — for 
instance in Turkey. 

[FOCUS] Not a nice prospect. 


[Ocalan] Germany is giving a lot of weapons to Turkey 
for free. A German Government that supports the 
Turkish Army and the secret service is, of course, 
a threat to us. Germany is co-responsible for the 
destruction of 3,000 Kurdish villages. We have a right 
to ask why there is such a great deal of German support 
for Turkey. Can our weakness be a reason for that? 


[FOCUS] What do you think? 


{Ocalan} As I have said, I still have to analyze that, and 
I will assess the situation then. 


[FOCUS] Do tell us what your plans are! 


[Ocalan] It can concern tourism, but there can be polit- 
ical targets as well. It is not sensible to direct Kurdish 
resistance to Germany. I am seeking a real relationship 
with your country. The German Government finally has 
to understand that. 
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[FOCUS] Do you still have some patience left? 
{Ocalan} If the just cause of the Kurds is not taken 
seriously, this will be at Germany's expense. Your 
fellow Germans can be glad that there have been no 
more extreme reactions so far. 


[FOCUS] You seem annoyed now. 
{Ocalan} We expected that there would be no new ban of 


Iran Denies Mobilizing Badr Forces in Iraq 


NC2712145395 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 27 Dec 95 


[Report by Nazlan Ertan — received via Internet} 
(FBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara — Iranian President 


Iran 
against Iraq. However, al Hayah, an Arabic daily 


eas edgiediy schedded to tho place owe wosks son 


to Hashemi-Rafsanjani at the end of November. 
The presence of Badr forces has been the subject of 


Bagir al-Hakim, an Iraqi Shiite, had for a long time “a 
token presence” on the Iraqi side of the border, which 
should not worry Turks at all. 


"We were told by Borujerdi, as before, that there was 
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Borujerdi also repeated the Iranian claim that Tehran, 
like Turkey, placed utmost importance on the territorial 
integrity of Iraq. 

But he also added that all extraregional forces should 
withdraw from the region — an obvious reference to 
Operation Provide Comfort, a multilateral force which 
has components from France, Britain and the United 
States and which is based in Turkey. 


Iranian Official Supports Closer Ties 


TA2712160195 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1535 GMT 27 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Dec 27 (A.A.) — 
Tehran on Wednesday rejected the existence of Badr 
troops backed by Tehran in northern Iraq. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Omer Akbel told a regular 
news conference that Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
*Ala’eddin Borujerdi, who is acting as the special envoy 
of Iranian President ‘Ali Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani, 
visited Turkey last week and conveyed President Suley- 
man Demirel the message which refused the existence 
of Badr troops. 


Akbel said during his meetings that Borujerdi conveyed 
his country’s willingness to further improve relations 
with Turkish Government, ‘Borujerdi also said his 
country was determined to struggle against terrorism’ 
Akbel added. [sentence as received] Akbel recalled that 
cooperation against terrorism was a Continuous process. 


Islamist Businessmen, RP Oppose Customs Union 


NC2512165295 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 21 Dec 95 p A2 


[Report by Metin Demirsar) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Istanbul—Turkey’s customs 
union agreement with the European Union will be 
detrimental to its economy and needs to be revised 
or rejected outright, the secretary-general of the pro- 
Islamic Independent Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s 
Association (MUSIAD) said. 


“The customs union is not in Turkey's national interest. 
It does not meei Turkey's economic requirements,” 
MUSIAD's Secretary General Omer Bolat declared 
in an interview Tuesday [19 December]. A specialist 
in Turkish-European Union relations, Bolat said the 
pact, signed in March in Brussels and endorsed by the 
European Parliament last week, is unbalanced, heavily 
favoring the EU over Turkey. 


“Most of the burden of the agreement lies with this 
country,” the bearded 32-year-old economist said. 
“Harsh conditions have to be met by Turkey.” 
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The EU, in return, will lift all quotas against Turkey's 
textile products, the only major sector which still faces 
stiff EU tariffs and provide up to $3.5 billion in 
economic aid, mostly in credits to help prop up its weak 


opinion polls to win Sunday's general elections. 


RP [Welfare Party] leader Necmettin Erbakan has said 
the RP will “tear up the rag accord” because it “will 
enslave” Turkey. He described it as “Frankenstein's 
poison”, the venom the monster forced victims to drink 
before slaying them. 

Other major opposition parties, including the liberal 
Motherland Party and the left-leaning Democratic Left 
Party (DSP) have indicated that they would review the 
accord or call a national referendum on the issue after 
a new government is formed. 

Bolat noted that Turkey's foreign economic relations 
would be subjected to rules set by Brussels. The EU, 
he warned, could intervene in Turkey's trade with its 
traditional and new economic partners in the Middle 
East, the Balkans and the Turkish republics in the former 
Soviet Union, by forcing it to impose quotas on imports 
from those states. 

"The loss of independence in managing its foreign eco- 
nomic relations will be greatly detrimental to Turkey,” 
Bolat-stressed. 


He predicted that many of Turkey's infant industrial 
companies will also fold because they won't be able to 
compete against an influx of cheaper European products. 


TURKEY 27 


"The customs union will go nowhere. It will be a big 
vacuum,” Bolat argued. 


Turkey, he said, will be the first country to enter a 
customs union with the EU without being admitted as 
a member. He said Turkey stood virtually no chance of 
ever becoming a full member and participating in the 
decisions that will affect its foreign economic relations. 


"The European Union never mentions Turkey as a future 
full member, but has repeatedly said it is ready to 
accept other nations whose economies are much weaker 
than Turkey's, including Bulgaria and Romania before 
2010," Bolat charged. 


Negotiating Submissively 


He accused the Ciller government of conducting ne- 
gotiations with Brussels submissively, arguing that the 
government had given concessions on the Cyprus issue 
in return for the customs union. 


“Southern Cyprus wiil become a full member before 
Turkey. We will suddenly find ourselves in a position 
where we are occupying EU territory. We will be 
subjected to all kinds of pressure,” he said. 


Turkey, Bolat argued, would be kept at arm's length 
from the EU, which he branded a “Christian club’. 
No plans exist to include either Turkey or Albania or 
Bosnia, which are largely Muslim nations. 


instead of a customs union, Bolat argued that Turkey 
should establish a free trade area with the EU, an 
arrangement that will not affect its foreign trade with 
other nations, but he did not elaborate. 


Bolat has served as secretary general of the Istanbul- 
based MUSIAD, which has more than 1,990 members 
representing mainly smal! and medium-sized companies 
since 1993. 


He has a Ph.D. in European Union studies from Is- 
tanbul’s Marmara University, and has also studied at 
Amsterdam University and Germany's Kiel University. 
Prior to his appointment as secretary general, he was a 
research specialist at the Economic Development Foun- 
dation (IKV), a think tank that studies Turkish-EU re- 
lations. 
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